
Thursday
The Reconciled
   Today’s Scripture  2 Corinthians 5:20-21

Continuing his encouragement regarding our glorious future (see 2 
Corinthians 4:13-18), Paul refers to our bodies as tents pitched in this 
current world (2 Corinthians 5:1-5). While we are in our mortal/earthly 
home, we are painfully awaiting our glorified body, which will be our 
eternal home or tent (see also 4:11). Paul longs for the resurrection body 
and living forever with his God. 

In a play on words, Paul states that he confidently makes his primary goal 
to please his Master (vs. 6-9). The judgment day of the King is coming 
(v. 10), and that should cause us to pause and reflect on our attitudes and 
on our actions (vs. 11-13). May we then, like Paul, be totally controlled 
by the love of the Messiah (vs. 14-16). So, we are new creatures in Him 
and a part of the new creation. The old is passed away, and the new is 
here to stay! 

Paul then concludes that this work is all from God who reconciles people 
to Himself through the work of Jesus (vs. 18-19). The apostles had 
been reconciled to God and given a ministry of helping others to also be 
reconciled to God. 

“Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through us. 
We implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. For our sake he made 
him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness 
of God.” (2 Corinthians 5:20-21)

The apostles are designated as ambassadors sent forth on the King’s 
behalf to bring communion back to His creation. Reconciliation is about 
renewed friendship and closeness with our Creator. As we read the 
words of the apostles, we are also being called to be reconciled to our 
God. Only by the Savior’s powerful redemptive sacrifice and His people’s 
repentance is reconciliation possible. Contextually, we then can be sure 
of our resurrection hope because of the reconciliation we may now enjoy.  

Today, I will...be fully controlled by the love of Jesus to draw nearer to 
God. 
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