
Wednesday
The Unseen
   Today’s Scripture  2 Corinthians 4:16-18

In this section of 2 Corinthians, Paul continues his discussion about 
seeing the glory of God and the sincerity of the ministers of the cross. 
Even in the face of intense persecution and incredible problems, Paul 
remained joyfully steadfast in heart. Paul’s motivation was multifaceted: 
the ministry of God’s mercy (vs. 1-7); the Corinthians (vs. 12-15a); and 
the glory of God (v. 15b). 

Paul was about Jesus (v. 5). Ultimately, Christianity is about seeing “the 
light of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ” (v. 6). God commanded 
the light into existence in Genesis 1:3. Some Jewish traditions explain 
that light as the light of His law or of His righteousness. The law and 
the righteousness of God are most powerfully and distinctly seen in our 
Master, Jesus. 

“So we do not lose heart. Though our outer self is wasting away, our inner self 
is being renewed day by day. For this light momentary affliction is preparing for 
us an eternal weight of glory beyond all comparison, as we look not to the things 
that are seen but to the things that are unseen. For the things that are seen are 
transient, but the things that are unseen are eternal.” (2 Corinthians 4:16-18)

Building on his words about the resurrection (vs.13-14) and the grace/
glory of God (v. 15), the apostle continues to explain why he doesn’t lose 
heart. Our bodies may be deteriorating due to the trials, the troubles, 
and the tribulations of life. In contrast, our hearts and minds can be 
renewed every day, if we are looking to God and the eternal blessings 
that await us. If we are not careful, life can easily and quickly drag us 
down. Paul wants us to see the bigger picture: That the difficulty of this 
life is easy and brief when compared to the unseen hope of endless life 
with God. But alas, this hope is so wonderful that it is truly beyond any 
real comparison.       

Today, I will...be renewed on the inside by focusing on the unseen 
glories to come. 
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