
Monday
The Fragrance
   Today’s Scripture  2 Corinthians 2:14-17

In the letter we call 2 Corinthians, the apostle Paul holds his hearts 
out to reach the heart of the Christians in ancient Corinth. He is often 
“defensive” of himself and others, but certainly not in some egotistical 
manner. He writes for the sake of Jesus and for the sake of the Christians 
themselves.  

Paul explains his actions (his visits and letters) toward Corinth and the 
sin within (2 Corinthians 2:1-11). He always wanted repentance from a 
heart of love–love for God and love for others. The inspired apostle did 
not want to make their sorrow worse than it had to be, and he wanted 
them to fully forgive and fully welcome the brother that had repented. 
He tells them about his troubled mind at Troas (vs. 12-13), but then 
breaks out into a defense of his ministry that continues until 7:5. 

“But thanks be to God, who in Christ always leads us in triumphal procession, 
and through us spreads the fragrance of the knowledge of Him everywhere. For 
we are the aroma of Christ to God among those who are being saved and among 
those who are perishing, to one a fragrance from death to death, to the other a 
fragrance from life to life. Who is sufficient for these things? For we are not, like 
so many, peddlers of God’s word, but as men of sincerity, as commissioned by 
God, in the sight of God, we speak in Christ.”  (2 Corinthians 2:14-17)

King Jesus led His apostles as His captives in a fragrant victory march. 
Paul and the others were sincerely relying on God in His power to spread 
His words through them like incense – a bitter stench of decay and 
death to those who rejected Him, but a sweet aroma of life to those who 
receive Him. 

Knowing God is the fragrance of triumph over death. Only in this 
procession, is life. We must strive to know Him through His truth and 
serve to spread His greatness to all.  

Today, I will...seek to take the fragrance of God everywhere.
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