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Friday
Comfort Under Siege
   Today’s Scripture  2 Corinthians 1:3

“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies 
and God of all comfort...” (2 Corinthians 1:3)

It is so rare for Paul to share a pronounced personal element in his 
writings. He dislikes the pronoun “I,” always choosing “you” instead. He 
prefers to focus on the blessings and needs of his recipients. 

Yet here he is, clearly emotional, explaining his delay in coming, in self-
defense mode. He is under siege by opponents within the church, having 
to assure the Corinthians he tells it like it is, and does not have a crafty 
bone in his body. He is like a father whose children have been led to 
mistrust the very one who gave them life. Unjustified criticism is always 
most hurtful when it comes from brothers and sisters in Christ.

Have you ever been under siege by “friendly fire?” Have you ever poured 
out your soul to believers who are woefully of the world and twist every 
word? Here is the Pauline prescription, derived from personal experience: 
get your comfort from the God of all comfort. He sprinkles the word ten 
times in a context of five verses, 20 times in the letter. He has learned to 
trust in Him who raises the dead. As he looks back on the many crises he 
has experienced, Paul finds that God always rewarded his trust in Him by 
giving him deliverance in one way or another.

I like to imagine Paul is the writer of Hebrews, and thus pens these 
words: “For because He himself has suffered when tempted, He is able to help 
those who are being tempted.” (Hebrews 2:18)

The ability to give comfort is a precious gift indeed, and it can be learned 
only in the crucible of suffering, anguish and despair. We learn to comfort 
when we reach for it day after day from the God of all comfort.

Today, I will...choose to comfort those in need, as I acknowledge God’s 
loving hands around me.


