
Thursday
A Church in a House
   Today’s Scripture  1 Corinthians 16:19

“Aquila and Prisca, together with the church in their house, send you hearty 
greetings in the Lord.” (1 Corinthians 16:19)

The only apostle to not be married, Paul will outright say that he wished 
everyone could be single as he is (I Corinthians 7:7). He does clarify that 
he does not say so as a command. Yet surely he will never forget the first 
time he met an extraordinary married couple by the name of Aquila and 
Priscilla (alternate version of Prisca). It was likely in the year 50 AD, as he 
sat cross-legged sewing tents for a living in the market of Corinth, the 
third largest city in the Roman Empire.

He was single, yet gregarious like all of us. He suffered while being 
deprived for months of Timothy and Silas’ company. Thus I imagine the 
thrill of discovering shared faith in Christ with the young Jewish husband 
and wife before him: God had sent “family members” to encourage 
him, just as he felt lost in a hostile crowd. They were very well traveled: 
originally from the Black Sea, they had come lately from the capital of 
Rome, expelled by an edict of the emperor. They will bless the missionary 
work of Paul in the following months in Corinth.

And now they are in Ephesus, across the Aegean Sea from Corinth, and 
there is a church in their house. Wherever they went, they took their faith 
with them, set up house, and there was a church that met in the living 
room. Of course there were no church buildings till after the year 313 
AD, and thus all churches were in a house in early Christianity. Still, this 
couple stands out in their passion to teach and encourage communities 
of faith. 

Which brings up an interesting question: would our homes be a welcome 
site for a church? What matters not at all, of course, is the physical 
cleanliness. What does matter, instead, is the spiritual atmosphere. Is 
God welcome in our living rooms? Is the relationship of husband and 
wife/parents and children such that a church could meet there and feel 
at home? Are the words spoken, attitudes shown, and the actions taken, 
blessed by love of righteousness and holiness?

Today, I will...strive even more to make my home worthy of His presence, 
and that of His children.
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