
Wednesday
Either There Is, Or There Is Not
   Today’s Scripture  1 Corinthians 15:20

“But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead...” (1 Corinthians 15:20)

The fundamental question we must answer is whether there is life after 
death or not. Two buttons on a desk: press one or the other. It is not 
a somber subject; it is actually liberating to choose, commit, and live 
thereby.

In Paul’s day, the man-made pagan gods were of no comfort in addressing 
this human existential dilemma. Most believed that there was something 
beyond this earth, but it was a gloomy world of shades. Only the best 
were allowed in a corner of Hades, but it was still sad, and worse than 
being alive. The idea of a bodily resurrection was totally foreign.

That is why the Way of Jesus of Nazareth, with its promise of eternal 
life and a home in heaven, was so attractive. And it clearly hinged on 
the historical reality of the resurrection of Jesus Christ. Hundreds of 
reliable witnesses saw Him again, three days after his death, the first 
ever to resurrect himself. Paul received his own, personal appearance 
of the resurrected Jesus, and lived the rest of his life proclaiming this 
undeniable fact (and died for it).

So, here are the parameters of the debate. If Christ was not raised, 
disciples of His are all false witnesses, personal faith is vain, you are 
still in your sins, we are all lost, and Christians are of all men most to be 
pitied.

But since Christ was raised from the dead, His empty tomb is a guarantee 
that all shall be made alive at His return. Death will be defeated for good, 
and those whom He claims will be welcomed to recline at the table of 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob (Matthew 8:11).

Today, I will...strive to make clear to all who know me that there is 
abundant life after death, but only in Christ Jesus.
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