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Friday
I Give Up
   Today’s Scripture  Matthew 15:7-9

Giving up is not normally in our vocabulary as Christians. The Corinthians 
were encouraged by Paul to stick with working effectively for the Lord (1 
Corinthians 15:58). The message given over and over is don’t give up on 
Christ because it will be detrimental to your soul!

I want you to consider giving up, but for a totally different reason and 
in doing so, it will be a blessing to your life as a Christian. Forfeiting 
your doctrinal beliefs and practices that are inconsistent with the Word 
of God will be a blessing to you personally and it will extend to those 
you influence as well. Remember, the words of Jesus, “If you love me keep 
my commandments.” (John 14:15). Jesus must take precedent over any 
doctrine that is inconsistent with His will and word.

A great example of “giving up” is found in Acts 9 with the apostle Paul. He 
was sincere, zealous, and had a love for God but he was sincerely wrong. 
For Paul, giving up and fully surrendering to Jesus Christ was essential for 
him eternally. Paul would learn with patience, love, and respect to give 
up his will for the will of Christ and do everything within his power not to 
trip up anyone in their faith in Jesus. You see, we must let go of our will 
to be blessed by God and to be a greater blessing to others.

The Scribes and Pharisees were so interested in doing religion their own 
way that Jesus speaks out against their unwillingness to “give up” their 
will for His. He quotes Isaiah 29:13 in condemnation for their actions. 
This example of the Scribes and Pharisees should be a vivid reminder to 
always do those things that are well pleasing to Him.

Today, I will…evaluate my doctrine and practice to make sure they are 
consistent with the word of God and change when necessary.


