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Friday
Unified
   Today’s Scripture  1 Corinthians 12

Unity is a wonderful word with huge implications (Psalm 133:1). That is 
undoubtedly why Jesus prayed that all of His disciples would be one (John 
17).

As Paul wrote to a church that struggled with division (1 Corinthians 
1:10), he included several appeals for unity. Today’s scripture is one of 
them.

The apostle began by emphasizing a unified message. Having come 
from a pagan background, these Christians needed to be reminded of 
the simplicity and singularity of the God they served and the message 
He had given them. Paul affirms that the Holy Spirit would never speak 
against Christ (12:3). We know Jesus said the same thing to His disciples 
(John 16:13-15).

One of the ways they could know that they were hearing the true 
message from God was through the spiritual gifts that they received 
from the Holy Spirit. There are nine gifts mentioned in 12:8-11. These 
were miraculous signs given for the purpose of confirming the word of 
truth (Mark 16:20; Hebrews 2:3-4). Further, at the end of the chapter, 
Paul listed nine positions that were held in the church during the time of 
the apostles (12:28-30). These, too, seem to be tied to the miraculous 
spiritual gifts. Chapter 13 will tell us that such miraculous signs served a 
temporary purpose, and that they no longer exist today.

We can get so caught up in the gifts themselves that we lose sight of 
their purpose. The Corinthian Christians had the same problem. The 
purpose of the miraculous signs was to promote unity.

With that in mind, Paul emphasized the unity of the church (12:12-27). 
Though there are many Christians, we are all one in Christ. Though we 
have differing abilities, our differences contribute to a stronger unit. 
Each Christian is vitally important.

The question you have to answer is this: Do you contribute toward the 
unity of the body or toward the division of the body?

Today, I will...do my part to work for unity.


