
Thursday
Imitate Christ
   Today’s Scripture  1 Corinthians 11

Paul’s example was worth following because of the One whom he followed 
– Jesus (11:1). His appeal to the Christians in Corinth to follow Jesus gave 
way to a two-part exhortation in chapter 11: words of commendation, 
and words of censure.

The commendation is based on their willingness to “maintain the 
traditions even as [Paul] delivered them” (11:2; compare 2 Thessalonians 
2:15; 3:6). It is an important reminder for us to hold tightly to God’s 
word as it has been revealed to us by inspiration and preserved for us by 
providence.

What follows is a difficult section of scripture regarding men, women, 
and head coverings. It helps to know that Corinth was home to the 
temple of Aphrodite, which included one thousand temple harlots. These 
women were identified by their shaved heads. Women with shaved heads 
(or short hair) could have easily been mistaken as temple prostitutes in 
that day.

For those reasons, Paul reminds them of principles that we need to 
remember, too. First, there is an order of authority given by God (11:3). 
We must respect the divine arrangements for submission. Second, our 
influence is to be guarded (11:6). Third, each person should pursue God’s 
plan for his or her gender (11:14-15). Men and women have different 
responsibilities in the church and in the home. We should respect those 
roles, and seek to thrive in them.

The second main section of the chapter deals with words of censure. It 
seems that the Corinthians had allowed their custom of love feasts (2 
Peter 2:13; Jude 12) to mix into their observance of the Lord’s Supper (1 
Corinthians 11:20). As a result, they were to consider the command from 
the Lord (11:23-26) and the consequences of diluting the Lord’s Supper 
(11:27-34).

This chapter reminds us that it is important to preserve and obey the 
commands of God as He revealed them through His word. In everything, 
follow Christ.

Today, I will...recommit to following Jesus, wherever He leads.
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