
Tuesday
A Servant to All
   Today’s Scripture  1 Corinthians 9

Some areas of life are morally neutral. These are areas about which God 
has neither given a command nor a condemnation. In these situations, 
Christians are at liberty to choose what they will or will not do. In chapter 
8, the choice was between eating meat or not eating meat. In today’s text, 
Paul appeals to his own example and shares how he conducts himself in 
order to promote peace among Christians and share the gospel with the 
lost.

Though it would have been appropriate for Paul to be paid for his ministry 
in Corinth (9:14), Paul had “not made use of this right” because he did 
not want to “put an obstacle in the way of the gospel of Christ” (9:12). 
Apparently some people had accused Paul of being motivated by money. 
He proved himself to be above reproach.

By studying this apostle’s great example, modern Christians can learn 
how to promote the gospel of Christ and properly unify the body of 
Christ, the church. First, Paul chose to serve other people, reaching out 
to them from their perspectives, for the sake of the gospel (9:18-23). 
Paul voluntarily altered his behavior to bring people to Christ. Second, he 
exercised strenuous self-discipline by sacrificing his own opinions and 
feelings for the sake of the gospel (9:24-26). Third, Paul continually 
reminded himself that his brethren were worth the extra effort – for the 
sake of the gospel (9:27)! He knew that to sin against a brother is to sin 
against Christ. He would not “be disqualified” from the Christian race!

As Christians, we like to know that we’re on the right track. With our 
Bibles in hand, we studiously seek authority for all that we do. But when 
we reach an area about which God has not legislated, we should follow 
Paul’s example. My personal rights are not more important than the 
gospel of Christ. Never hinder the gospel.

Today, I will...put the gospel of Christ ahead of my personal rights or 
opinions.
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