
Monday
What Would Love Do?
   Today’s Scripture  1 Corinthians 8

At the beginning of 1 Corinthians 8, Paul begins a discussion about meats 
that were offered to idols. Modern readers must remember that, to the 
original readers, this was a complicated issue. A portion of the meat from 
animals that were sacrificed in pagan temples would be burned on the 
altar, another part would be eaten in idolatrous ceremony, and another 
part would be sold in the marketplace for people to eat at home.

Paul said that, as long as one was not participating in the idol worship, 
Christians were not sinning by eating meat offered in the temples before 
it was purchased in the marketplace. Some Christians, however, struggled 
to divorce the idolatry from the food. In so doing, they violated their 
consciences (1 Corinthians 8:7).

In response, Paul said there is nothing sinful about eating meat (1 
Corinthians 8:8), unless doing so would cause the “weak” brother to 
stumble (8:9). If one Christian ate meat in the presence of a weaker 
Christian, doing so could cause the weaker brother to lapse back into 
idolatry, destroying “the brother for whom Christ died” (8:11). This is 
serious because to sin against a brother is to sin against Christ. Therefore, 
it is better to abstain from meats than to cause a Christian to stumble.

What can we learn? First, we should treat other Christians with love (8:3). 
Love is always the appropriate response. Jesus teaches us to put others 
before ourselves, serving them. Second, we may have the right to do 
something, but that doesn’t mean we should do it. Scripture reminds us 
to think of others before ourselves (Philippians 2:3-4; Matthew 7:12). 
Jesus taught us to serve other people (Matthew 20:28). Your personal 
rights are not more important than your brother or sister in Christ. It 
would be better to give up a liberty than to cause a brother or sister to 
become unfaithful to the Lord.

Today, I will...consider the needs and thoughts of others before thinking 
of myself.
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