
Thursday
Bigger Than a Wrong
   Today’s Scripture  1 Corinthians 6:7-8

Years ago, two brothers in Christ started fighting over a fax machine. One 
brother owned a fax machine business, while the other brother owned 
a pizza shop. Both of the brothers were part of the same congregation, 
so when the brother with the pizza shop needed a fax machine, he knew 
who to call. The deal was quick because of the trust between the two. 
After a month, the fax machine broke. The brother with the fax machine 
business arrived to fix it, but there would be a cost of a few hundred 
dollars for a new part. The pizza owner was upset and accused the other 
brother of selling him a junky machine. The disagreement escalated until 
a court date was set. Neither brother was willing to give up a few hundred 
dollars in the name of maintaining a healthy relationship. Both of these 
men could have easily written off the cost as a business loss, but instead 
each wanted the other person to pay in the name of justice, and perhaps 
a little vengeance.

Disputes among Christians are notorious for being ugly. This commentary 
is a heartbreaking concerning the church. Instead of going to battle in the 
worldly court systems, Paul advises the church members to be defrauded. 
1 Corinthians 6:7-8 says, “To have lawsuits at all with one another is already 
a defeat for you. Why not rather suffer wrong? Why not rather be defrauded? 
But you yourselves wrong and defraud—even your own brothers!”

Too often, the desire to prove oneself right overcomes feelings of grace. 
Even though the person might be in the wrong, sometimes it is best to 
drop the matter and absorb the cost. 

Everyone should deal with others with integrity. Realistically, there will 
be times in which both parties will feel right. A Christian must fight the 
prideful response of taking his brother to court. Harsh disputes only cast 
shame on the Lord’s church.

Today, I will...be quick to forgive someone who recently wronged me.
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