
Tuesday
Suffer for Success
   Today’s Scripture  1 Corinthians 4:11-13

The Christians in Corinth struggled with pride. Pride is a dangerous 
attitude because arrogance blinds people to reality. It creates the mindset 
of feeling perfect while one’s heart is empty. Satan uses this tool to 
create spiritual stagnation.  

In 1 Corinthians 4, Paul contrasts the mindset of the Corinthians with 
the attitude of the Apostles. The Corinthians feel filled, rich, and kingly, 
while the Apostles feel condemned, embarrassed, and foolish. The 
Corinthians are concerned with honor and strength which causes them 
to reject Paul’s instructions.  

In contrast to the haughty nature of the Corinthians, Paul is not concerned 
with the public perception of the Apostles. 1 Corinthians 4:11-13 says, “To 
the present hour we hunger and thirst, we are poorly dressed and buffeted and 
homeless, and we labor, working with our own hands. When reviled, we bless; 
when persecuted, we endure; when slandered, we entreat. We have become, and 
are still, like the scum of the world, the refuse of all things.”

Instead of worrying about image, the Apostles are concerned about 
taking the right action. To often we are caught up in how we might look, 
instead of thinking about what is the right action.  

When we ask ourselves, “What will people say?”, or “What will people 
think?” We are making choices with the wrong audience in mind. The 
world has shifted from character development to image development. 
We say, “How do I look to others on Facebook?” instead of, “Does God see 
me having a pure heart?” A man looks on the outside, but God sees us 
for who we truly are. We should care less what the world thinks because 
we care what God thinks.

Today, I will...do the right thing, regardless of how I might look.
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