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Friday
The Cream of the Crop
   Today’s Scripture  1 Corinthians 2:4-5

“He’s the best preacher I’ve ever heard.” “I just wish our preacher could 
preach like that congregation’s preacher.” “Did you hear that sermon? 
Now THAT’s gospel preaching!” 

Every ear demands a different criterion for effective preaching. That’s 
understandable. While every preacher should strive to be better, he must 
remember people learn in different ways and enjoy different styles. There 
isn’t one “perfect” way to preach, and it certainly isn’t a competition.

The apostle Paul knew that better than anyone else. He ministered in 
a time when exceptional oration was a profound and respected gift, 
especially in the city of Corinth. Every corner of the metropolis boasted 
effective communicators, displaying their gifts in philosophy, history, and 
other disciplines, entertaining the citizens walking and standing nearby. 
Consequently, many of the town discounted and degraded spiritual 
teaching because their presentations didn’t portray the same excitement 
and wonder of ancient philosophers. For them, public speaking was 
entertainment more than it was education. Unfortunately, this describes 
the modern day church in too many ways.

Yet Paul defended the foundation for true, biblical preaching. He told the 
church at Corinth, “My speech and my message were not in plausible words 
of wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power, so that your faith 
might not rest in the wisdom of men but in the power of God” (1 Corinthians 
2: 4-5).

This type of preaching, according to Paul, was the “cream of the crop.” 
It was preaching that paved the path to the forgiving blood of Jesus and 
the gracious heart of God. It was preaching grounded in the power of the 
Holy Spirit, not in the persona of men. That same preaching is desperately 
needed in the Lord’s church today. “Cream of the crop” preachers will 
always be messengers of God, not of themselves. 

Today, I will...thank God for true, biblical preaching. I will remember 
effective preaching is about God’s education and exhortation, not man’s 
entertainment.


