
Thursday
Sent with a Purpose
   Today’s Scripture  1 Corinthians 1:13-17

“How many people did your church baptize last year?” “Now I don’t have 
to worry about my children—they’ve been baptized.” “If we could just 
get them into the water, their lives would change forever.”

How often have you heard one, if not all of these statements from 
brethren? Throughout our history, churches of Christ have prominently 
and passionately preached the essentiality of baptism. This is a 
tremendous reputation to hold as the church has been preaching this 
message from God since Pentecost. Baptism is the method and moment 
where we receive the forgiveness of sins and the gift of the Holy Spirit 
(Acts 2:38). Nevertheless, if we aren’t careful, we can convert people to 
baptism more than we convert them to Christ. 

This was a problem in Paul’s day just like in ours. That’s why Paul told 
the church at Corinth he was glad he only baptized two brothers and 
one household in Corinth (1 Corinthians 1:13; 16). Paul explained his 
reasoning. First, people were beginning to follow WHO baptized them 
rather than WHO they were baptized into (1 Corinthians 1:13-15); but 
more importantly, it was also his God given purpose. “For Christ did not 
send me to baptize but to preach the gospel…” (1 Corinthians 1:17).

Was Paul saying baptism wasn’t part of the gospel? Had Paul changed 
his mind about the essentiality of its role in salvation? Of course not. 
Paul was simply saying, “My job is to convert people to Jesus—not to 
the baptistry.” When we truly get Jesus, that’s when we get baptized. 
We are called to produce disciples immersed in the blood of Jesus—not 
spectators dunked in a Jacuzzi. This was not only why Paul was sent, but 
why we’re sent as well.

Today, I will...thank God for His plan of salvation which includes baptism, 
but I will also remember I was converted to Jesus, not to the baptistry.
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