
Monday
Pursue Peace
   Today’s Scripture  Romans 14:13-19

Jesus, our Savior, can silence any storm as the “Prince of Peace” (Isaiah 
9:6). In His famous Sermon on the Mount, Jesus promised the masses, 
“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called sons of God.” (Matthew 
5:9)

Harmonious peace strokes the chords of God’s song, but God’s people 
destroy the calm through their own calamities.

Questions about life and its choices echo from the hearts and walls of 
churches around the world. Not every social matter is “black” and “white.” 
Words like “expediency” and “judgment” turn the shades to gray. When 
we set standards based on our experiences, we confuse someone else’s 
business for ours. We step into shoes we were never called to wear. That’s 
exactly why the apostle Paul, in a chapter of “hot topics” such as worldly 
holidays and habits, wrote these powerful words in Romans 14: 13, “…let 
us not pass judgment on one another any longer…” Yet many view Paul’s 
words as permission to follow the path they prefer. Quite the contrary. 
Paul’s point doesn’t end there. It really didn’t even begin there.

Because as soon as Paul says to stop passing judgment, he then says, 
“…decide never to put a stumbling block or hindrance in the way of a 
brother.” And again in verse 19, “…let us pursue what makes for peace 
and for mutual up building.” Do we hear his exhortation? His main 
point? Just because we have the right, that doesn’t make it right; but 
what is always “right” is pursuing peace—honoring our brethren above 
ourselves—sacrificing what we want for the betterment of the Kingdom.

Today, I will...consider how my choices not only affect me, but my 
brethren as well. I will stop passing judgment on others, but I won’t force 
my freedom on others either. Above all, I will pursue peace.
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