
Wednesday
The Power of God for Salvation
   Today’s Scripture  Romans 1:16-17

Romans 1 is full of important spiritual truths. Some of those truths are 
positive, and some are negative. Some are about God’s power to save 
and humankind’s right way to live. Some are about humankind’s foolish 
choices where God is denied and humanity is elevated, thus bringing 
about sin and death. When the chapter is weighed, the gospel remains 
the shining bright point, and to that point of light we must turn our eyes.

“For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation 
to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. For in it the 
righteousness of God is revealed from faith for faith, as it is written, ‘The 
righteous shall live by faith.’” (Romans 1:16-17)

In Romans 1, Paul contrasts things that are shameful to that which is 
the opposite of shame: the gospel. How so? We make sinful choices that 
alienate us from God and lead to our spiritual (and sometimes emotional, 
mental, or physical) demise. God made another choice. God chose to 
provide a way of salvation for us. Salvation that we did not deserve, that 
we did not earn, and that we did not create. The salvation is from our 
own foolish choices and for our own best interest. It originates from the 
heart and mind of God, and it is by His power. It is His righteousness in 
contrast to my unrighteousness, yet I have an ongoing decision to make 
and an ongoing path to take: the path of faith.

Paul is very clear that “The righteous shall live by faith.” Put another 
way, the one who lives by faith will be righteous and live. We make the 
choice not once, but daily, to walk in the way of faith with the Father and 
live in the light of the gospel given to us by His Son. 

Today, I will…decide if I am ashamed of the gospel or if I am thankful 
for my salvation.
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