
Tuesday
Giving and Receiving Help
   Today’s Scripture  Acts 28:7-10

In Acts 27, Paul and his companions are in a ship that runs aground. In 
Acts 28, they go ashore on the island to seek solace and shelter, and to 
regroup. They find themselves both giving and receiving help from the 
people of the island. There are principles at work here that we should 
seek to emulate. Luke records how Paul handled himself among a strange 
people who did not know the Lord.

“Now in the neighborhood of that place were lands belonging to the chief man 
of the island, named Publius, who received us and entertained us hospitably 
for three days. It happened that the father of Publius lay sick with fever and 
dysentery. And Paul visited him and prayed, and putting his hands on him, 
healed him. And when this had taken place, the rest of the people on the island 
who had diseases also came and were cured. They also honored us greatly, and 
when we were about to sail, they put on board whatever we needed.” (Acts 
28:7-10)

While we cannot heal people of their diseases like Paul, we can help 
people in need. We often find ourselves among people who are very 
different than us religiously, racially, or philosophically. What do we do 
in these situations? Do we ignore their needs? Do we start preaching to 
them right away and try to “straighten them out?” Paul did neither of 
these things. Instead, he offered the aid that he was able to provide, and 
he received the aid he needed. 

We are quick to dismiss those who are different. We ignore their needs 
and shun their offers for help. We put up roadblocks instead of building 
bridges. Becoming involved in the lives of people who are different will 
help us to grow and will also make roadways for the Gospel of Jesus to 
be spread.

Today, I will…look for ways to help someone who is different than me 
and be open to receiving help from them in return.
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