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Friday
Best Wishes
   Today’s Scripture  Acts 26

Maybe the most challenging command Jesus ever gave was, “But I say to 
you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you” (Matthew 
6:44). To love someone is to want the best for them. When you love your 
spouse, you want to do whatever it takes to make his/her life better. 
The same goes for your children, friends, and fellow Christians. But do 
you always want what is best for your enemies? After all, they are your 
enemies—the word itself means you are at odds with them. But Jesus 
commanded us to disregard our feelings and choose to love all people.

After Paul presented the gospel to King Agrippa, the king said, “In a short 
time would you persuade me to be a Christian?” (v. 28). Keep in mind, 
the king is not Paul’s friend in any way. He is just the next Roman official 
Paul must confront in the judicial process. So how would you respond 
to Agrippa? Would you say, “I don’t care if you become a Christian or 
not.” Would you say, “Are you stupid? What more do I need to say? Why 
haven’t you already been persuaded?” Paul did not respond that way. He 
said, “Whether long or short, I would to God that not only you but also 
all who hear me this day might become such as I am—except for these 
chains” (v. 29).

What a statement of love! Paul said that no matter how long it took, 
he wanted Agrippa to be like him in all the good ways. He did not want 
Agrippa to be in chains. He did not wish any harm to come to Agrippa. 
He just wanted him to be saved.

How do you think of your enemies? Do you want them to be punished? 
Do you want them to hurt? Do you want revenge? Or do you want them 
to be faithful? Do you pray for them? Do you love them?

“Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.” (Romans 12:21)

Today, I will...seek to repair a broken relationship. 


