
Tuesday
The Anonymous Faithful
   Today’s Scripture  Acts 23

Hebrews 11 is one of my favorite chapters. It begins with a definition 
of faith and then lists hero after hero from the Old Testament who 
did mighty things “by faith.” Most of those names are familiar: Noah, 
Abraham, Moses, and Joseph. But then the Hebrew writer stops naming 
names and starts focusing on the deeds. He writes about people who 
were stoned and sawn in two. Some lived in caves. Others were destitute. 
They endured the world’s worst treatment for the sake of faith. I call 
these people “The Anonymous Faithful.” We do not know their names, 
but we know their faith.

In Acts 23, we encounter another anonymous faithful person. He is Paul’s 
nephew. After Paul defended himself before the Sanhedrin, the Jewish 
ruling council, about forty men plotted to kill him. Paul’s sister’s son 
heard about the ambush and immediately told his uncle. Paul informed 
the commanders about the conspiracy and Paul was later moved to 
Caesarea. 

What was Paul’s nephew’s name? We do not know. But we do not need 
to know. All we should know is that Paul’s nephew saw an opportunity 
to help his uncle, and he took it. Surely he figured that his own safety 
might be compromised by informing on the conspirators, but that did 
not matter: He simply did what was right.

Every day you are presented with opportunities to do the right thing. 
Those seemingly ordinary acts will not get your name on the evening 
news, but it might change someone else’s life forever. It has been said 
that Christians are God’s hands and feet on earth. We are the tools He 
uses to carry out His will. To neglect those opportunities is to sin—we 
miss the mark of service. And we miss the lesson of the Good Samaritan.

“So whoever knows the right thing to do and fails to do it, for him it is sin.” 
(James 4:17)

Today, I will...call a shut-in and give them a word of encouragement.
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