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Friday
An Encouraging Heart
   Today’s Scripture  Acts 11:19-26

Each person needs a Paul, Timothy, and Barnabas in his/her life. You 
need a mentor, like Paul. You need a mentee, like Timothy. But you also 
will need an encourager, like Barnabas.

Barnabas is first introduced to us in Acts 4:32-37. His given name was 
Joseph, but the apostles started calling him Barnabas, which means son 
of encouragement. In Acts 4, Barnabas sold some land and gave the 
money to the apostles to use to take care of others.

In Acts 11, Barnabas reappears and lives up to his lofty new name. Not 
surprisingly, he shows us how to encourage others.

Barnabas encouraged some new Christians. After the Gospel had started 
to be preached to Greeks, some of them believed and turned to the Lord. 
When the news of this came back to Jerusalem, Barnabas was sent to 
them to “exhort them all to remain faithful to the Lord with steadfast 
purpose” (Acts 11:23). Realize that a new Christian needs encouragement. 
Someone needs you to be their Barnabas!

Barnabas encouraged people to become Christians. Barnabas is said to 
be “a good man, full of the Holy Spirit and of faith” (Acts 11:24). The 
verse goes on to say “And a great many people were added to the Lord.” 
By Barnabas’ very presence in Antioch, the inference is that others also 
became Christians. It should not surprise us the Barnabas’ encouraging 
spirit attracted the lost to Jesus. 

Barnabas encouraged a great preacher. After Barnabas left Antioch, 
he went to Tarsus to look for Saul. Saul had only very recently been 
converted and started to preach. When he found him he brought him 
back to Antioch and for a whole year they met with the church and taught 
others. I can only imagine the encouragement the new preacher of the 
Gospel received during that time from one of the great encouragers of 
the early church. Somebody needs you to encourage them in their faith 
today!!!

Today, I will…Be positive. I’ll try to be an encourager rather than a 
complainer!


