
Thursday
A Softened Heart
   Today’s Scripture  Acts 10:9-35

It’s unimaginable that an apostle of God could have been guilty of racism. 
But according to Acts 10, Peter struggled to view Gentiles as his equal. 
But an amazing thing occurs. God shows Peter his way of thinking was 
not God’s way of thinking. 

Today, so many struggle to see others beyond their physical characteristics. 
Let’s see how Peter transformed his thinking to God’s thinking to have 
“A Softened Heart.”

Peter needed to pray. Isn’t it interesting what can happen in our lives 
when we pray? God knows our hearts are usually transformed by prayer. 
No wonder Paul would say “pray without ceasing.” The transformation 
that takes place in Peter’s life is preceded with prayer!

Peter needed to to see things differently. Sometimes what seems so clear 
to us can be transformed with looking at it differently. Jesus used parables 
to cause people to see things differently. The trance allowed Peter to see 
God had made all animals clean or worthy to be eaten. “What God has 
made clean, do not call common.” His perspective was changed by seeing 
a side of the story he’d never considered. If you struggle with racism 
perhaps you should try to consider what others are seeing or saying.

Peter needed to spend some time with others. Peter was called to go to a 
Gentile’s house to teach Jesus. While the extraordinary event of the Holy 
Spirit falling on them is important in this story, the fact that it took Peter 
going to a Gentiles house shouldn’t be overlooked. The only way to truly 
overcome subjectivity is through objectivity. If you don’t know someone 
or like someone, perhaps the thing you need to do is go and sit a while 
with them. You’ll likely be reminded that it’s the “human condition” that 
will unite you with them.

Today, I will...Try to walk in someone else’s shoes. I’ll try to understand 
how other people feel. I’ll take the time to talk to someone who is not 
like me.
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