
Wednesday
A Changed Heart
   Today’s Scripture  Acts 9:1-22

It’s the kind of heartwarming story that makes the headlines or evening 
news. A man who was filled with hate suddenly has a changed heart. But 
the conversion of Saul of Tarsus probably didn’t make the headlines of 
the Jerusalem Times (at least for any celebratory reason).

Saul was a man who stood by when Stephen was stoned and oversaw a 
terrible persecution of early Christians. He hated Christians and wanted 
them eradicated. But the story in Acts 9 tells of a man who had “A 
Changed Heart.” What made the difference?

Saul needed to meet Jesus. God took care of that when he sent Jesus 
to appear to him on the road to Damascus. Today, God depends on 
Christians to share Jesus with others.

Saul needed to know Jesus as Lord. Saul knew Jesus was a teacher and 
motivator of those of “the way” (those associated with first century 
disciples). But he needed to know Jesus was “the way” to God (John 
14:6). When Saul asked, “Who are you Lord?” he needed to know that he 
was “Jesus,” the only name associated with salvation (Acts 4:12).

Saul needed to know the plan of salvation. Jesus told Saul to “rise and 
enter the city, and you will be told what you are to do.” Acts 9 tells us 
about a disciple named Ananias. He was the one commissioned to go 
visit with Saul and share the plan of salvation with him. Acts 22:16 says 
that Ananias told him, “And now why do you wait? Rise and be baptized and 
wash away your sins, calling on his name.”

Saul needed to share his faith. We sometimes overlook the fact that Saul 
demonstrated his changed heart by sharing the good news with others. 
This is the only evangelistic program God ever created (Matthew 28:18-
20, Mark 16:15-16, 2 Timothy 2:2).

Today, I will…Examine the conversion story of Saul and compare my life 
with his. I’ll make sure my heart has changed according to God’s revealed 
Word.
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