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Friday
Called
   Today’s Scripture  Matthew 10:32-39

The chapter for today contains what we know as “Jesus calling the 
Twelve.” He takes these ordinary men and gives them an extraordinary 
task. He calls them to take the life-changing message of the Gospel to a 
lost and dying world. Starting with these few men, the world would soon 
be turned upside down (Acts 17:6).

We are called through the gospel (2 Thessalonians 2:14), but we are still 
called. We are called to make a decision (Matthew 10:32-33).

We often quote this passage in relation to Gospel Plan of Salvation. 
After one has heard and believed the message preached, they must 
repent, confess, and be immersed in water (Acts 2:38; Romans 10:9-10). 
However, here in Matthew 10, the emphasis is on more than a one-time 
acknowledgment or profession of the Lordship of Jesus.

It is about a decision to live for and to stand with Jesus no matter what. 
The disciples had been told they would be treated shamefully just for 
being identified with Him (Matthew 10:17-23).

Will we continue to stand with Christ even when others will not? Will we 
be courageous enough to be identified with Him if it means we will be 
persecuted?

We are called to die (Matthew 10:38). Please do not misunderstand. 
Bearing a cross has little to do with dealing with hardships like illness 
and lost income. It is all about death. To bear a cross was to carry the 
instrument of your own death. Jesus calls us to die to self so that we 
might live for Him (cf. Galatians 2:20).

We often say, “Well, that is just my cross to bear.” The truth is we have 
all been called to bear a cross. We are to lose our lives in Him because He 
is our life (Colossians 3:4).

Today, I will…seek to live a life worthy of the calling to which I have 
been called (Ephesians 4:1). I will die to self to live for God and neighbor 
(Matthew 22:37-39).


