
Wednesday
If You Will
   Today’s Scripture  Matthew 8:1-4, 14-17

Jesus has “wowed” the audience with His teaching (Matthew 7:28). Now 
huge crowds are following Him (8:1). The question becomes: What are 
the individual members of the audience willing to do? Will they be moved 
to obedience by the message? Will they be awed by the powerful miracles 
and thus submit to the One with authority over all time, space, and 
matter? Consider the example of the leper.

The man makes his way to Jesus and bows before Him. He says, “Lord, if 
you will, you can make me clean.”

Jesus responded: “I will; be clean.”

How often have you paused to reflect upon the lengths to which Jesus 
was willing to go in order to make us clean?

He was willing to forego the glory of Heaven (Philippians 2:6-8; John 
17:5). He was willing to be humiliated and hated (Isaiah 53:3). He was 
willing to die for us (Isaiah 53:12; 1 Peter 2:24). Oh, how He loves us!

Specifically, in this encounter with the leper, Jesus demonstrates His 
willingness to touch the unclean. Lepers were seen as repulsive and 
were considered outcasts. They were seen as cursed by God (Lev 13:46). 
According to passages such as Leviticus 5:3, to touch the one who is 
unclean is to become unclean.

Jesus did not have to physically touch this man. As is seen in the very 
next recorded miracle (the paralyzed servant of a centurion–Matthew 
8:8, 13), Jesus can simply speak and heal whoever needs to be healed. 
Jesus chose to touch a man who likely had not had social or physical 
contact in a long time.

Have you ever felt untouchable? Have you ever stood unclean before 
God? He is willing to take our shame, filth, and sin upon Himself and to 
make us clean.

Today, I will…be humbled and inspired by remembering what Jesus was 
willing to do for the unclean. In light of this, I am willing to display great 
faith. I am willing to step forward and reveal an unclean life that is in 
need of restoration.

10


