
Tuesday
Do Unto Others
   Today’s Scripture  Matthew 7:1-12

Matthew 7 contains the conclusion of the Sermon on the Mount as Jesus 
stresses the importance of obedience. It is not enough to simply hear 
what He says; everyone must actually do what He says (7:21-27). We will 
focus on the first part of the chapter. Two of Jesus’ most well-known 
(and often misunderstood and misapplied) commands are found in this 
section of Scripture that we are reading today.

“Judge not, that you be not judged.” (Matthew 7:1)
“So whatever you wish that others would do to you, do also to them.” (Matthew 
7:12)

These two statements are bookends to a powerful lesson from Jesus. 
Have you even seen someone confronted regarding behavior that was 
deemed inappropriate and heard him or her respond, “You can’t judge 
me”? We all have. Some of us may even have defended our own actions 
with those words.

To appeal to Matthew 7:1 in this way is woefully inadequate and 
irresponsible. God actually demands that we identify that which is evil, 
sinful, etc. (1 Thessalonians 5:21; Ephesians 5:11; Romans 16:17; et. al.). 
There is evil (as well as good). There is wrong (as well as right). To 
recognize something as evil is NOT what Jesus condemns.

It is hypocritical judging that is condemned. Judging is demanded. 
Hypocrisy is condemned.

But let us proceed with caution: Simply condemning someone else does 
not make us righteous. Let us lovingly look for opportunities to teach and 
to encourage. This is what I would want for someone to do for me.

Let us be real about our own failures and sin. Let us be genuine about our 
need for grace. We must show mercy in order to receive mercy. In other 
words, what is condemned in 7:1-5 is judgment that does not include 
mercy. Do we not long to be judged by a God of mercy and grace? (cf. 
Matthew 18:33, 35; James 2:13)

Today, I will…seek to be patient, understanding, and merciful. In so 
doing I will treat others the way I would want to be treated.
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