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Friday
The Word of God Continued to Increase
   Today’s Scripture  Acts 6:7

Today our thoughts are from Acts chapter 6. Two primary things stand 
out from this chapter. First, seven men are chosen to serve those with 
physical needs. These men could very well be deacons that are functioning 
in an official capacity. Secondly, Stephen is seized for preaching the 
gospel of Christ. 

“And the word of God continued to increase, and the number of the disciples 
multiplied greatly in Jerusalem, and a great many of the priests became obedient 
to the faith.” (Acts 6:7)

The Hellenists, that is, Greek-speaking Jews “were being neglected in the 
daily distribution” (v. 1). That was a legitimate need but it was not the 
number one priority of the apostles. They said preaching the word of God 
was their main concern. The word has to be taught before people can be 
saved from their sins. But in order to take care of those with physical 
needs, seven men were chosen to help in this regard. The apostles were 
then able to focus on their primary work, which was prayer and teaching 
the word of God.

A few thoughts: First, this does not say we are not to be concerned with 
material needs. Second, it does teach that the spiritual welfare takes 
priority over physical needs. Third, when God’s word is taught souls are 
saved. Fourth, if there is an increase in teaching God’s word then there 
will be an increase in the number of disciples made. Fifth, there is a 
response on the part of the one being taught the word of God. One must 
be “obedient to the faith.” Salvation is conditional.

Today, I will...focus on the most important work I can be engaged in and 
that is the teaching of God’s word. If we do what they did, we’ll get what 
they got. They sowed the “seed” of God’s word and the increase came. 
The question I need to ask myself is “who am I going to teach the gospel 
to this week?”


