
Wednesday
We Cannot but Speak
   Today’s Scripture  Acts 4:19-20

Today our reading is from the fourth chapter of Acts. The Lord’s church 
is on the move. In chapter two we read about three thousand being 
baptized into Christ and by Acts 4:4 the text says “But many of those 
who had heard the word believed, and the number of the men came to 
about five thousand.” Think about that. And that does not even count 
the women and young people that might have obeyed the gospel.

This draws the attention of the Jewish Council and therefore Peter and 
John are arrested because “they were teaching the people and proclaiming 
in Jesus the resurrection of the dead” (v. 2). They were challenged to 
explain themselves and they do so effectively. As a side note, they were 
simply practicing the principle that Peter would later write about in 1 
Peter 3:15 by making a defense of what they believed and why they 
believed it.

This resulted in the Jewish rulers acknowledging the boldness of Peter 
and John and were amazed and “recognized that they had been with 
Jesus” (v. 13).

“But Peter and John answered them, ‘Whether it is right in the sight of God to 
listen to you rather than to God, you must judge, for we cannot but speak of 
what we have seen and heard.” (Acts 4:19-20)

A few thoughts: First, Peter and John were determined to obey God even 
if it cost them their lives. Following the will of God was more important 
to them than following the will of man. Second, they had to tell others 
about Jesus and the salvation He has made available through His death, 
burial, and resurrection. Third, they could explain what they believed and 
why they believed it.

Today, I will...do like Peter and John. I will obey God’s word, tell others 
about Jesus, and explain from the Bible what I believe and why I believe 
it.
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