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Friday
She Gave All She Had
   Today’s Scripture  Luke 21:1-4

“Jesus looked up and saw the rich putting their gifts into the offering box, and 
He saw a poor widow put in two small copper coins. And He said, “Truly, I tell 
you, this poor widow has put in more than all of them. For they all contributed 
out of their abundance, but she out of her poverty put in all she had to live on.” 
(Luke 21:1-4)

The reference to widows in 20:46 provides the natural link to this story. 
The widow was rich toward God, but poor in man’s view.

The story takes place at the temple treasury in the Court of the Women. In 
the Court there were thirteen trumpet-shaped vessels where worshipers 
would place their contributions. The rich who could afford larger sums 
would make a big show of their contribution. 

A poor widow places two small copper coins, literally two lepta. Our 
English translations will typically call these coins “two mites.” A lepta 
was one one-hundred-and-twenty-eighth of a denarius, the smallest 
coin in the Greco-Roman world. A denarius was minimum wage for a 
day’s work. Despite the fact that many translations or commentaries 
will suggest that each coin is a cent, the smallest coin for us—a penny, 
it would be more like fifty cents in terms of spending money today. The 
widow puts in her last dollar, all of her bios, life or better livelihood.

Jesus says she has given more than all the others. She gave all that she 
had. She trusted God to provide for her. 

The measure of a gift is not how big it is, but how much one has left. A gift 
is measured by the spirit with which it is given; giving is commensurate 
with means.

The story is consistent with a theme that runs throughout Luke’s gospel, 
the great reversal, like the parable of the beggar, Lazarus, and the rich 
man. The one with almost nothing offers the most and is received. Those 
who offer the most are rejected.

Today, I will…appreciate what God has given me in Jesus and will share 
my blessings with others.


