
Thursday
He Is the God of the Living
   Today’s Scripture  Luke 20:27-40

Luke 20:27...some Sadducees, those who deny that there is a resurrection...
asked Him a question, saying, “Teacher, Moses wrote for us that if a man’s 
brother dies, having a wife but no children, the man must take the widow and 
raise up offspring for his brother. Now there were seven brothers. The first took 
a wife, and died without children. And the second and the third took her, and 
likewise all seven left no children and died. Afterward the woman also died. In 
the resurrection, therefore, whose wife will the woman be?” (Luke 20:28-33)

After the Pharisees attempt to catch Him on taxes, the Sadducees also 
came to trap Jesus. From generally high priestly families, they saw 
themselves as guardians of “true religion.” They accepted only the 
Pentateuch, and didn’t believe in angels, demons, or the resurrection. 
They planned to get Jesus and make the Pharisees look bad probably 
seeing Him as a Pharisee.

Their question regarded levirate marriage. Seven brothers each in turn 
dies without an heir. Finally, the woman dies, having been married to 
all seven. At the time of the resurrection whose wife would she be? 
Polygamy they could imagine but never polyandry. They assumed their 
question proved that there could not be a resurrection. 

Jesus notes their flaw—equating this age and the age to come. The need 
for companionship supplied by marriage in this age would be filled by 
God himself and believers in the next. People will no longer die, and like 
angels they will be asexual beings.

Jesus indicates proof of the resurrection in the story about Moses in the 
burning bush episode, a portion of the OT the Sadducees would accept. 
Moses calls God “the God of Abraham, God of Isaac, God of Jacob.” Only 
living people can have a God. Moses did not say not “He was the God 
of...” but “He is the God of...” 

Jesus’ surpassing knowledge and wisdom drives His opponents again to 
silence.

Today, I will…appreciate the resurrection of Jesus and the promise of 
my resurrection.
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