
Monday
Jesus Heals
   Today’s Scripture  Luke 17:11-19

“On the way to Jerusalem he entered a village, He was met by ten lepers, who 
stood at a distance and lifted up their voices, saying, ‘Jesus, Master, have mercy 
on us.’ When He saw them He said to them, ‘Go and show yourselves to the 
priests.’ And as they went they were cleansed. Then one of them, when he saw 
that he was healed, turned back, praising God with a loud voice; and he fell on 
his face at Jesus’ feet, giving Him thanks. Now he was a Samaritan. Then Jesus 
answered, ‘Were not ten cleansed? Where are the nine? Was no one found to 
return and give praise to God except this foreigner?’ And He said to him, ‘Rise 
and go your way; your faith has made you well.’” (Luke 17:11-19)

Today we use leprosy to describe Hanson’s disease. In biblical times, it 
was used of any skin disease, even a severe case of acne. Even a house 
could have leprosy.

Lepers had to live apart from the community, even their families (cf. 
Leviticus 13:38-46; Numbers 5:2-4). They were spiritually unclean. As 
they approached, they were required to proclaim “unclean, unclean.” 
No one ever touched them. They formed a community of their own. As 
lepers, it made little difference whether one was a Jew or a Samaritan.

Seeing Jesus, they stood at a distance as required by the Law. They 
addressed Jesus as “Lord,” begging Him “Have mercy on us.” 

After healing them Jesus said, “Go show yourselves to the priests.” Priests 
were the community health agents. As they went their way, they were 
cleansed.

One returned to thank Jesus, a Samaritan. Luke’s readers might remember 
the Good Samaritan and the Gentile mission.

Jesus asks “Where are the nine? Does only this foreigner praise God?” 
Jesus will say to him, “Your faith has made you well”—literally “saved 
you.”

There are two kinds of healings in this story—from leprosy and from sin.

Today, I will…thank God for what He has done for me in Jesus.
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