
Thursday
God Loves Sinners and Expects Us To
   Today’s Scripture  Luke 15

The parable of the Prodigal Son is one of the most well known stories 
Jesus told. In Luke 15 it is the third in a three part series of stories. First, 
Jesus tells about a shepherd who lost one of his 100 sheep. He searches 
for it diligently and rejoices when he can reunite it with the rest of the 
flock. Then Jesus tells about a woman who has a special collection of ten 
coins. When one of them is lost she cleans her house top to bottom and 
celebrates when she finds the lost coin. In both of these parables, Jesus 
tells us the meaning. “Just so, I tell you, there will be more joy in heaven 
over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons 
who need no repentance” (Luke 15:7). God wants sinners to be saved. 
Everyone has a place among the people of God and you are missed if you 
are outside of God.

Then Jesus tells the story of the Prodigal Son. As He tells the story of 
the son who is lost and then found, the point that God loves sinners is 
reinforced in a beautiful way. The sheep just wandered off and the coin 
fell through the cracks and got overlooked. The son openly rebelled but 
then he repented. In each instance, sinners find some comfort that God 
wants them to come home. However you may come to find yourself 
outside the church, God wants you to return and be restored to your 
place among His people.

But just as all the religious folks are patting themselves on the back 
for never leaving in the first place, Jesus tells about the older brother 
who never strayed from home but never understood the father’s love, 
either. Instead, he got angry when his younger brother was restored to 
the family. And suddenly we see that God loves sinners and He expects 
us to love them, too. 

Today, I will…pray for the lost. I will pray that they come home and 
resolve to do all I can to make my church a safe place for sinners to be 
restored.
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