
Wednesday
Keep the Invitation
   Today’s Scripture  Luke 14

As kids we had lots of rules about meals at the table. We didn’t eat until 
everyone was at the table and we had prayed for our meal. Jesus liked to 
use meal times as teaching times. Whether it was the wedding in Cana 
or the last supper, Jesus didn’t let those moments at the table pass by. 

In Luke 14, Jesus uses a meal at the home of a Pharisee as a teaching 
opportunity. After reminding them to be humble, Jesus talks about what 
it means to accept an invitation (vs 15-24). In His story, a group of 
people accepts an invitation to a meal. In their day, you would send out 
invitations in advance and folks would RSVP that they would come. Then, 
on the day of the feast, you would send a servant to call people when the 
food was ready. In this story, when the food is ready, the guests begin 
to make excuses. Suddenly they don’t want to come, even though they 
accepted the invitation. It would be as if you invited several friends to 
your home. They got there just as you were finishing up the preparations 
for the meal. While they sit and fellowship, you pull the main course out 
of the oven and bring it to the table. Suddenly your guests begin to make 
excuses for why they have to leave. One needs to finish his taxes, even 
though it is June. Another suddenly remembers a doctor appointment 
even though it is 6:00 in the evening. It becomes clear that they don’t 
want to eat what you are serving. Jesus says that God told Israel what 
they were signing up for and Israel accepted the invitation, but now they 
want to back out so God will invite others.

Today, I will…remember that accepting God’s invitation means accepting 
all the terms of His invitation. I will refuse to make excuses for not doing 
what the Lord expects me to do.
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