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Friday
Don’t Believe the Truth
   Today’s Scripture  Luke 11:1-54

“Whoever is not with Me is against Me, and whoever does not gather with Me 
scatters.” (Luke 11:23)

As opposition grew during Jesus’ ministry, some of the first casualties 
were fact, logic and common sense. So obstinate were the enemies of 
Jesus that they would blindly follow any explanation for His miracles 
except acknowledging that He was empowered by the Father.

When Jesus cast a demon out of a mute man, enabling him to speak, the 
naysayers had a ready-made answer for this remarkable event: “He casts 
out demons by Beelzebul, the prince of demons” (11:15). Common sense 
dictated that Satan would have no interest in fighting against his own 
interests, because a house divided against itself cannot stand (11:17).

But there was something far more sinister at work here.

The Pharisees and lawyers were not concerned with bringing people 
closer to God through devotion and obedience. Jesus charged them with 
loading “people with burdens hard to bear, and you yourselves do not 
touch the burdens with one of your fingers” (11:46). Their concern was to 
impress others with their outward piety even as their hearts were corrupt 
and far from God (11:37-41).

Without love or truth as motivation, protecting their reputation and 
preserving their status was paramount to the Pharisees. For this reason, it 
mattered not what Jesus did or said – He was a threat to the established 
order (John 11:50). This unclean spirit was affecting the entire nation, 
corrupting the entire entity of Judaism from the top down (Luke 11:24-
26). For this reason, no sign would be given: “This generation is an evil 
generation. It seeks for a sign, but no sign will be given to it but the sign of Jonah. 
For as Jonah became a sign to the people of Nineveh, so will the Son of Man to 
this generation.” (Luke 11:29-30)

The Jewish leaders refused to believe in Jesus because they did not want 
to lose their authority, influence and privilege. They looked the Truth in 
the face...and chose not to believe it.

Today, I will...follow the One who is the Way, the Truth, and the Life. 


