
Thursday
Great Opportunity Means Great
Responsibility
   Today’s Scripture  Luke 10:1-41

The founding document of America declares “All men are created equal...” 
But this refers to all of us being God’s creation. In terms of talents and 
abilities, inequality is a reality. So, too, are opportunities. One politician 
disparaged a rival by saying he “was born on third base and woke up and 
thought he’d hit a triple.”

Jesus recognizes that some are put in more privileged, advantageous 
positions than others. With such opportunities come great responsibility: 
“Everyone to whom much is given, of him much will be required, and to him 
from whom then entrusted much, they will demand the more.” (Luke 12:48)

Chapter 10 of Luke’s gospel illustrates the varied opportunities people 
have in encountering Jesus – and the respective responsibilities that go 
with them.  

The seventy-two sent out by Jesus to proclaim the kingdom of God were 
given specific instruction for their work. As in Luke 9:5, Jesus repeats the 
charge to shake the dust off your feet against the town that rejects God’s 
message and messengers.

Even more pronounced are the woes for Chorazin, Bethsaida, and 
Capernaum. These towns heard the message and witnessed the miracles 
of Jesus firsthand – and still rejected Him. An even harsher judgment 
than that of Tyre and Sidon awaited them. 

Though the opportunities people have to know Jesus vary, all of us still 
will answer for how we respond. Martha chose household activities over 
drinking in the living water of Jesus’ teaching, while Mary chose the 
good portion (10:38-42). A despised foreigner went to great trouble and 
expense to be a good neighbor to a stranger who, had circumstances 
been reversed, wouldn’t have given him the time of day. The words of 
Jesus to “Go, and do likewise” have great implications for how we live 
our lives.

Today, I will...use the opportunities God has given me to love Him and 
be a blessing to others. 

65


