
Thursday
Jesus Eats with Sinners
   Today’s Scripture  Luke 5:1-11, 27-32

In Luke 5, Jesus gives the disciples a miraculous catch of fish. In response 
to their astonishment, Jesus tells them, “From now on you will be 
catching men.”

Luke 5:12-32 outlines the kinds of men they will be catching. As in the 
text of Isaiah 61:1-2 that Jesus reads in 4:18-19, these are people who are 
easily pushed to the margins of society because they are often hardest 
to love.

First Jesus cleanses a leper (5:12-14), who represents the unclean and 
oft-separated from society. Then He heals a paralytic when the man’s 
friends let him down through the roof. Paralytics were limited in their 
abilities, and they were often a physical or financial burden on those 
who cared for them. Next Jesus calls Levi—better known as Matthew—
to follow him. Matthew leaves everything in order to follow Jesus. Tax 
collectors were often despised because of their loyalty to the Romans 
and their unethical practices.

The following scene in Matthew’s house gives insight into Jesus’ mission 
to reach sinners. When the Pharisees see Jesus eating with Matthew and 
other tax collectors, they ask why He eats and drinks with sinners. Jesus 
answers, “Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who 
are sick. I have not come to call the righteous but sinners to repentance” 
(5:31-32). Matthew and Mark relay this same exchange in their gospel 
accounts, but Luke’s specifically includes what He calls sinners to do: 
repent.

Not only did Jesus come to serve those who are marginalized, but 
He provides a new way of living for all sinners (cf. Luke 19:10). Jesus’ 
emphasis on loving those most in need and the Pharisees’ accusation in 
5:30 later become the framework for the series of parables in Luke 14 
and 15. Indeed, the Pharisees were correct, Jesus does receive sinners.

 Sing it o’er and over again; Christ receiveth sinful men;
 Make the message clear and plain: Christ receiveth sinful men.

Today, I will...identify an overlooked and under-served group of people 
in my community and spend time praying about how to reach them with 
the love of Jesus.
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