
Tuesday
The Fruit of Repentance
   Today’s Scripture  Luke 3:1-22

When John preaches his baptism, he connects forgiveness of sins and 
repentance. These concepts are not only logically connected, they are 
prominent in Luke and Acts (see Luke 24:47, Acts 2:38, and Acts 5:31).

John preaches from Isaiah 40 in Luke 3:4-6. This quotation is also found 
in accounts by Matthew and Mark, except for Isaiah 40:5, “and all flesh 
shall see the salvation of God,” which is unique to Luke. This continues 
a theme began in 1:14, 1:48, 1:79, and 2:31-32. Luke’s gospel emphasizes 
the universal appeal of salvation through Jesus.

When John preaches to the crowds, he tells them to “bear fruits in keeping 
with repentance.” He warns that God can easily raise up a physical 
generation on His own, but instead He desires a spiritual heritage of 
people who obey Him. Thus, they are to live in ways that prove their 
repentance. The consequences for the Jews who fail to repent are dire, 
as “every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into 
the fire” (3:9).

In response to this strong challenge, the crowds ask three times, “What 
shall we do?” (cf. Acts 2:37). John tells the rich to share with the needy, 
emphasizing compassion for the poor. He tells tax collectors to conduct 
themselves with ethical behavior. They are not told to quit their jobs, but 
instead to be honest. He tells soldiers not to take advantage of others 
through their strength or position, but instead to be content with their 
wages. Again, they are not told to resign, but to be responsible and 
concerned for others while serving in this capacity.

Hearts that are open and receptive to the news of Jesus are hearts that 
are willing to repent. Repentance demands a complete change from 
sinful living. This change is clearly seen in how we treat others (1 John 
4:20-21).

Today, I will...list three ways my interactions with others today will 
“bear fruit in keeping with repentance.”
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