
Monday
Peace to Men on Earth
   Today’s Scripture  Luke 2:8-20

Luke 2 opens describing the humble birth of Jesus in Bethlehem. Beginning 
in 2:8, an angel tells the shepherds about Jesus including why His birth 
is significant: first, it is good news of great joy and it is for all people; 
second, verse 11 identifies Him as the Messiah (fulfilling the promise of 
being born in Bethlehem, the City of David, Micah 5:2), Savior, Christ, 
and Lord.

In 2:13-14, the angel is joined by heavenly host who praise God: “Glory” 
and “peace,” “to God” and “to men,” and “in the highest” and “on earth” 
are each parallel to one another, emphasizing the significance of the 
moment. This chorus invites all to see that the will of God is coming 
down to earth in the form of Jesus Christ.

The shepherds respond by saying, “Let us go see this thing that is 
happening.” The heavenly messengers speak of Jesus in such a way that 
the shepherds can’t help but investigate. But also notice when they 
describe the message, they attribute it to the Lord. Though an angel and 
angelic host were the specific messengers, they knew the message came 
from God.

When they tell the experience to Jesus’ family, all who heard wondered 
and marveled at what the shepherds had said about Jesus. Mary even 
stored up these things in her heart. The shepherds then leave, and as 
they return glorify and praise God for all they had heard and seen, just 
as they’d been told. After seeing Jesus the shepherds have the same 
reaction as the angels—that of praise and worship.

The shepherds needed messengers from God to alert them about Jesus 
and the significance of His coming to earth. Today people need us to be 
messengers from God pointing them to Jesus, not just in the manger, but 
as Savior and Lord. Just as the shepherds were changed by what they saw 
and heard, lives will be changed when we alert them to “the good news 
of great joy for all the people.”

Today, I will...speak of Jesus to someone else in a way that elicits wonder 
about why He came to earth.
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