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Friday
We Are Blessed
   Today’s Scripture  Matthew 5:3-11

“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are 
those who mourn, for they shall be comforted. Blessed are the meek, for they 
shall inherit the earth. Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, 
for they shall be satisfied. Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy. 
Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God. Blessed are the peacemakers, 
for they shall be called sons of God. Blessed are those who are persecuted for 
righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are you when 
others revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely 
on my account.” (Matthew 5:3-11) 

When Jesus spoke the Sermon on the Mount, he would have spoken in 
Aramaic. The form of his teaching is in Aramaic as well. This tells us 
something important.

If you have a Bible in which certain words are in italics it is because those 
words have been added to the text to help supply meaning – they were 
not in the original text. It you have such a Bible, you will note that the 
verb is missing from each of the beatitudes. In the original text, there 
was no are.

If you go to the Hebrew Bible, you will note that Psalm 1:1 does not read, 
“Blessed is the man who does not walk in the counsel of the ungodly.” It 
reads, “O the blessedness of the man who does not walk in the counsel 
of the ungodly.” The writer is not saying that we will be blessed someday 
if we do not walk in the counsel of the ungodly. He is saying that we are 
blessed at the moment that we do not.

I believe that is the import of Christ’s words here in Matthew five. It’s not 
that we will be blessed one day – we are blessed now as we obey these 
words.

Today, I will…be blessed by believing and obeying Christ’s words.


