
Tuesday
God Has Plans for the Whole World
   Today’s Scripture  Matthew 2:1-2

Sometimes forgotten in all the trappings of a holiday story, are the 
incredible, astounding implications of the first paragraph of Matthew 
2. We’ve heard the legend for so long, that we often fail to actually 
understand the real story. In two verses, God explodes the idea that He 
was a regional God with only national interests.

“Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, 
behold, wise men from the east came to Jerusalem, saying, ‘Where is he who has 
been born king of the Jews? For we saw his star when it rose and have come to 
worship him.’” (Matthew 2:1-2) 

Wait, what!? Who were these “wise men?” What part of the east did 
they come from? Why are they called wise men at all? We, to this day, 
can only guess at who they were or where they came from. There are 
compelling theories, but no real facts to inform us.

And what “star” did they see when it rose? What was the star? Why were 
they looking for it? 

And why did they associate the rising of the star with the birth of the 
“king of the Jews?” Why did they feel the need to “come to worship him?”

Clearly, these wise men were not Israelites. There is no indication that 
they had ever read the Hebrew Scriptures. And even if they had, there is 
no such prophecy in the Old Testament that predicts and connects the 
rising of a star with the birth of a king.

The implications are astounding. God has always been concerned for all 
people. He has always been involved in the lives and nations of the whole 
world.  

God loves everyone wants them to be saved. When you spread the gospel, 
remember that you are going to people on whom God is already working.

Today, I will…lift my vision to everyone God loves and seek to bring 
them closer to Him.
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