
Monday
There’s a Place for Me
   Today’s Scripture  Matthew 1:1-16

Matthew’s gospel is, more than all of the rest, written in rabbinical 
form. The emphasis on teaching is more important than chronology. 
The emphasis on how Christ fulfills the actual wording of Old Testament 
prophecies stands out throughout the book. For those to whom it was 
originally written, it was a thoroughly convincing account of the life, 
works, and teachings of Jesus. For that reason, Matthew begins with this 
wonderful genealogy.

This account differs from Luke’s genealogy, because it shows Jesus’ 
LEGAL ancestry through Joseph. Luke’s genealogy apparently shows 
Jesus’ PHYSICAL ancestry through Mary. Together, they show that both 
legally and physically, Jesus was the Son of David who was prophesied.

What interests me, however, is the checkered and diverse story of the 
ancestry of Jesus. There were several women mentioned–Tamar, who 
committed adultery with her own father-in-law–Rahab, who was 
a prostitute before becoming the wife of Salmon–Ruth, who was a 
foreigner–and though she is not mentioned by name, Bathsheba, who 
the text describes, not as the wife of David, but the wife of Uriah, whom 
David had killed.

There were great people of faith in the line of Jesus. There was Abraham, 
the father of the faithful, and there were Isaac and Jacob, the patriarchs. 
There were great kings–David, Jehoshaphat, Hezekiah, and Josiah.

And there were terrible sinners–Ahaz and Manasseh and others. Even 
some of the great were a mix of righteousness and sin. Abraham and 
Isaac lied, David committed adultery and murder, Solomon was seduced 
away from God in spite of his wisdom – and on and on it goes.

What’s the point?

In the genealogy of Christ, there were women and men, Jews and 
Gentiles, rich and poor, good and bad, famous, infamous, and unknowns. 
The genealogy is a message that there is room for everyone, not only in 
the genealogy of Christ, but in the Kingdom of Christ.

Today, I will…be less judgmental of others and more thankful that there 
is room for me in Christ!
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